
This Globally Harmonized System (GHS) update includes: 

1. Understanding Globally Harmonized System (GHS) labeling in the office. 
2. Understanding Safety Data Sheets. 
3. A CD containing all of the OSHA regulations, and the new GHS regulations. 
4. Step by step instructions on properly labeling the pre-printed labels with a pack of labels 
5. The Globally Harmonized System (GHS) wall chart 

To update your current OSHA Compliance Manual:

1. If you have the current OSHA Compliance and Infection Control Manual
from Compliance Training Partners (CT P) insert after the yellow tab
Subpart Z - Hazard Communication tab and its contents. 

 
2. If you have an OSHA Compliance Manual from another company or a manual

that you have personally put together, find an appropriate location in your
manual and insert this update. 

If you have questions, please contact our customer service department at 888.388.4782

20793 Farmington Road, Suite LL, Farmington Hills, MI 48336 • T: 888.388.4782 • F: 248.919.5528 • www.hptcinc.com 



GHS - Understanding Labeling in the Healthcare facility 

Globally Harmonized System 

The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) has decided to adopt the Globally Harmonized 
System for Hazard Communication (GHS) in the United States. 

The GHS is a logical and comprehensive approach to defining health, physical and environmental hazards 
of chemicals, creating classification processes that use available data on chemicals for comparison with the 
defined hazard criteria and communicating hazard information on labels and Safety Data Sheets (SDS). 

Major Changes in the Hazard Communication Standard Include:

A. Hazard classification 
B. Labeling: 
C. Safety Data Sheets 
D. Information and training 

A. Hazard Classification:

Manufacturers and importers of chemicals are not required to perform hazard classification 
on their products.

B. Labels:

Chemical manufacturers and importers will be requested to provide a label that includes 
a harmonized signal word, pictogram, and hazard statement for each hazard class and category.
Precautionary statements must also be provided. 

1. Harmonized Signal Word:

A single word used to indicate the relative level of severity of hazard and alert the reader to a potential 
hazard on the label. The signal words used are "danger" and 'warning." "Danger" is used for more 
severe hazards, while "warning" is used for less severe hazards. 

2. Hazard Statement: 

A statement assigned to a hazard class and category that describes the nature of the hazard (s) 
of a chemical, including, where appropriate, the degree of the hazard 

3. Precautionary Statement: 

A phrase that describes recommended measures to be taken to minimize or prevent adverse
effects resulting from exposure to a hazardous chemical, or improper storage or handling 
of a hazardous chemical. 

4. Pictogram: 

A symbol plus other graphic elements, such as a border, background pattern, or color that 
is intended to convey specific information about the hazards of the chemical. There are nine 
pictograms under the GHS, but only 8 are required under the hazard communication standard. 

Disclaimer: The employer is ultimately responsible for safety and compliance in their workplace and familiarity with all rules, laws, and regulations that may 
apply. Compliance Training Partners, L.L.C. cannot be held responsible for any legal actions, citations, penalties or fines that may result from failure to comply. 
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Understanding Labeling in the Healthcare facility - Continued

Pictograms that you will need to incorporate into your labeling and training system:
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Understanding Labeling in the Healthcare facility - Continued

C. Safety Data Sheets 

The information required on the Safety Data Sheet (SDS) will remain essentially the same but the 
revised Hazard Communication Standard requires that the information on the SDS be presented 
using specific headings in a specified sequence. 

The format of the 16-section SDS should include the following sections:

Section 1: Identification-includes product identifier; manufacturer or distributor name, address,
phone number; emergency phone number; recommended use; restrictions on use. 

Section 2: Hazard(s) identification-includes all hazards regarding the chemical;
required label elements. 

Section 3: Composition/information on ingredients-includes information on chemical ingredients;
trade secret claims 

Section 4: First-aid measures-includes important symptoms/ effects, acute, delayed; 
required treatment. 

Section 5: Fire-fighting measures-lists suitable extinguishing techniques, equipment;
chemical hazards from fire. 

Section 6: Accidental release measures-lists emergency procedures; protective equipment;
proper methods of containment and cleanup. 

Section 7: Handling and storage-lists precautions for safe handling and storage,
including incompatibilities. 

Section 8: Exposure controls/personal protection-lists OSHA's Permissible Exposure limits (PELs);
Threshold limit Values (TLVs); appropriate engineering controls; personal protective 
equipment (PPE). 

Section 9: Physical and chemical properties-lists the chemical's characteristics 

Section 10: Stability and reactivity-lists chemical stability and possibility of hazardous reactions.
Section 11: Toxicological information-includes routes of exposure; related symptoms, 

acute and chronic effects; numerical measures of toxicity. 

Section 12: Ecological information.
Section 13: Disposal considerations.

Section 14: Transport information.

Section 15: Regulatory information. 

Section 16: Other information-includes the date of preparation or last revision . 
* OSHA will not be enforcing information requirements in sections 12 through 15, as these areas are not under its jurisdiction.

Employers/End Users
a. December 1, 2013-Train employees on new labels and SDS. 
b. June 1,2016 – labels updated, complete training and update hazcom program completed. 

Chemical Manufacturers, Distributors and Importers 

a. June 1, 2015 – All manufacturers and distributors must comply with all modified provisions of the final rule. 
b. December 1,2015 – Manufacturers and distributors can ship under the old system until this date.
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Understanding Labeling in the Healthcare facility - Continued

Use the Manufacturers label (A) to fabricate your custom label (B):

1. Product Identifier 2. Pictograms 3. Signal word - Danger
4. Hazard Statement 5. Precautionary Statement 6. Supplier Information

*Compliance Training Partners (CTP)

*For some products you may have to consult the Safety Data Sheet (SDS) for complete information.
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Understanding Labeling in the Healthcare facility - Continued

Personal Protective Equipment Symbols (PPE), Target Organ Guide and
PPE Levels (see CTP Poster)

Target Organ Effects:

A - Harmful to the kidneys
A - Harmful to the liver
C - Harmful to the lungs
D - Harmful to the central and/or peripheral nervous system
E - Causes skin damage, irritation or dermatitis
F - Harmful to the blood, eye and reproductive system

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) Symbols:

Personal Protective Equipment Levels:

1   -

2   -

3   -

4   -

5   -

6   -

Safety Glasses Gloves Mask Apron Long Sleeve
Protective Clothing


